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Seeking:   Honest  Quest ions for  Deeper Faith
      Are you the kind of  person who isn’ t  sat isf ied unt i l  you know al l  the answers  to  
the most  pressing quest ions?  Is  get t ing answers  that  important  to  you?  Can you not  
l ive in  a  world where the choices  aren’t  black-and-white  but  gray?  Or does the 
prospect  of  never  ful ly  get t ing the answers  you seek meet  you with ease and 
sat isfact ion?  
       Our  Lenten ser ies  for  this  year ,  Seeking:   Honest  Quest ions for  Deeper  Fai th ,  
doesn’t  promise to  grant  us  answers  to  a l l  the tough quest ions we face in  our  journeys 
with God.   However ,  s imply by asking the quest ions,  we t rust  that  God wil l  l is ten and 
usher  us  to  a  place of  greater  fa i thfulness .
 Here are  the quest ions we’l l  ask:
      Who wil l  you l is ten to? – Whose voices  and what  messages take up too much 
space in  your  head?  From the onslaught  of  messaging we receive,  we are  invi ted to  
choose careful ly .
      How do we begin again? – Sometimes,  we are  cal led to  a  new way of  knowing 
and l iving out  our  fa i th .   How do we fol low God’s  cal l ing to  begin again?
      Wil l  you give me a  dr ink? – Are we wil l ing to  care  for  our  neighbors ,  seeking to  
not  just  quench thirs t ,  but  to  f ind l iving waters  that  sustain us  a l l?   And what  are  we 
thirs ty  for?
       Who s inned?  When i t  comes to  fa i th ,  sometimes there  are  bad quest ions— 
formed by assumptions,  quest ions that  lead to  judgment  or  isolat ion.   What  
assumptions do we carry?  What  is  our  intent?   Are there  sometimes bet ter  quest ions 
we can ask?
       Can these bones l ive?  When al l  hope seems lost ,  we sometimes might  cry out ,  
“Can these bones l ive?”  As we walk through the val ley of  the dry bones,  we seek out  
the hope that  wil l  s t i r  in  us  and sustain us .
      Where are  you headed?  As bel iefs  sometimes change,  have those bel iefs  changed 
our  behaviors?  And therefore ,  has  our  path changed?  In  the midst  of  opposing 
forces ,  which way wil l  you go?
      Why have you forsaken me?  What  do we do in  the face of  unimaginable  
suffer ing?  Can we t rust  that  God is  there?  Wil l  we be in  sol idar i ty  with those who 
gr ieve?
      Who are  you looking for?   As we journey into Easter t ide,  wil l  we cont inue to  
seek the miracle  of  God’s  newness?
      Join us  for  worship on Sunday mornings at  9:00 or  11:00.



News from the Sabbatical  Planning Team

      We are  happy to  announce that  Jessica Lewis  wil l  
be joining us  as  Temporary Supply for  most  of  mid-May 
through mid-August ,  the per iod of  Matt’s  sabbat ical .  
      Original ly  f rom Birmingham, Alabama,  Jessica 
at tended Maryvi l le  Col lege and received her  BA in 
Biology in  2007.   Through a  connect ion with Rev.  Anne 
McKee,  she moved to  Laurel ,  Mississ ippi  in  2008 to  
work as  the Director  of  Chris t ian Educat ion at  Firs t -  
Trini ty  Presbyter ian Church.  
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During that  t ime,  she marr ied her  husband,  Josh,  and her  family has  grown to include 
3 sons:  Pat ton,  Jack,  and Noah.
     In  2020,  they moved back to  East  Tennessee where she is  Program Director  for  
MAST (Maryvi l le  Adventures  in  Studying Theology)  a  par tnership between Maryvi l le  
Col lege and the Presbytery of  East  Tennessee.  Through this  program, she helps  lead 
the Small  & Mighty Youth Group Collaborat ive with Mason Warren.  Jessica is  a  
candidate  for  ordinat ion in  the Presbytery of  East  Tennessee and wil l  f inish her  
seminary s tudies  la ter  this  year .
     On accept ing the posi t ion,  Jessica wrote:
“My family is  a  big par t  of  who I  am,  and they are  exci ted to  join me at  Farragut  
Presbyter ian this  summer.  My husband,  Josh,  is  a  paramedic,  and I  am constant ly  
amazed by his  abi l i ty  to  care  for  pat ients  in  var ious set t ings and circumstances.  Our 
oldest  son,  Pat ton (13) ,  plays percussion in  his  school’s  band and just  made the 
Maryvi l le  Junior  High footbal l  team. Jack (almost  10)  devours  books faster  than we 
can keep up and loves to  play soccer .  Noah (8)  is  the family ar t is t  and loves to  create .  
We also have a  one-year-old puppy named Oakley,  who br ings us  lots  of  joy from her  
s i l ly  ant ics  and love of  naps.  Our home is  f i l led with music ,  books,  and masterpieces ,  
and we wouldn’t  have i t  any other  way.  As a  family,  we love to  hike and camp,  
explore  the outdoors ,  play board games,  and enjoy a  family dance par ty  in  the ki tchen.  
There is  never  a  dul l  moment  in  our  house!  My family and I  are  thr i l led to  be joining 
the Farragut  Presbyter ian Church Family this  summer,  and I  am grateful  for  this  
opportuni ty  to  get  to  know you al l  as  we worship,  serve,  and grow in fai th  together .”
     Since Jessica is  not  yet  ordained,  our  own Reverend Hal  Oakley has  graciously 
agreed to  f i l l  in  where necessary.

Peace,
Liz  Preston,  Sharon Koch,  John Begovich ,  Kirby Purjet



how  do w e begin again ?
Do w e sl ide  into s ome thing new? Do  we m ake a  f ormal  
anno unceme nt?
Dear est  reade r,  I  h ave decide d to  begin  again.
Do w e turn gradual ly,  a  gent le  yield  in  a  new directi on;  or  
l ike a  wave ,  do we  cras h ont o th e sho re  of  a  new day?
Do w e griev e the c hange ? Are  there  breadc rumbs o n the 
path ?
Wil l  Nicodem us be  ther e? W il l  i t  e ver  be  easy?
I ’m not  su re  exact ly  ho w w e begin  again,  b ut  I  kn ow t hat  
mot hs wra p them selv es in  si lk,  an d aft er  quite  some  t ime ,
afte r  many long ni ghts,  after  days s pent  al one,  they break 
out  of  their  shel l .  They  pul l  them selves  out  un der  o pen sky ,  
and they sp end th e res t  of  their  d ays ch asing t he l igh t.
May be it ’s  a lways  that  way  wit h begin nings.
May be it  fee ls  l ik e the  prote ctive  layer  fal l ing away.
May be we h ave t o  go it  a lo ne at  f irst.
May be it  fee ls  l ik e pul l ing an d draggin g yours elf  in to 
som ething n ew.
May be there’ s  alwa ys o pen s ky at  the o ther  end.

“Seeking:  honest  questions 
for  a  deeper  faith.”

A special  e-reader  version of  
this  year ’s  Lenten devotional  

is  avai lable  at:
https://onl ine.f l ippingbook.com/ 

view/928029194/ 

"To Be a  Ble ssing"
artw ork by:  Hannah  Garr ity

|  san ctif ieda rt.org |

poem  writt en by:  Rev.  Sarah  Speed

2023 Lenten Study
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
SUNDAY,  MARCH 12

Turn clocks forward one hour



OutreachOutreachOutreach
BUILDING COMMUNITY THROUGH GIVING
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Fam ily  Prom ise o f  Kno xvi l l e  (FPK )  has gone t hrough several  
direct or  chan ges rec ently ,  and currentl y,  the  inte ri m exec utive 
direct or  is  Ma ry Le Mense ,  wh o serve d as t he ex ecutive  directo r  
sev eral  yea rs ago.  When  in-pe rson h osting at  th e congre gations 
begin s in  Apri l ,  Mar y hop es t o  have 3  guest  famil i es  in  the 
prog ram.  The numb er w i l l  ev entual l y  increa se to  4 now th at  motel  
stay s wi l l  not  ha ve to  be f unde d.  We stside folks  are al l  set  t o  host  
the famil ies  in  the ir  bu i lding ,  and E l izab eth C orbet t,  the 
coord inator,  would l ike to  kn ow if  we hav e a  grou p of  vo lunteers 

The next  m eal  wi l l  be serve d on Tuesda y,  March 21 .  C arol  Kra ft  
is  th e meal  coordi nator.  Pleas e co nsider  volunt eering for  this  
valu able ou treach progra m by  signin g up in  the n arthex.  
Co ntact  C arol  wit h any  ques tions .

Spe cial  thank s to  our  “ Mardi  Gras”  
volu nteers w ho f ed t he ho meless 
at  V oluntee r  Minis try  C ente r  last  
mon th:  Rob ert  and  Ter ry  
Olbe rding,  Gal e  Mon tgom ery,
Gayl e  Wil l iam s and  Cla ire  Ram say.

read y to  hel p.  Tas ks in clude interac ting w ith th e adul ts  and chi ldr en,  and wo rk behind the 
scen es.  Fam ily  Pro mise  wi l l  be usi ng Cov id pro tocol s  when  with our  g ues t  fa mil ies  (m asks,  
soci al  distan cing).  I  wi l l  be r eachi ng out  to  pre -pandem ic volunteers a nd  to  members w ho 
have  joined  in  recen t  ye ars t o  gauge i nterest  in  in -  person  tas ks .  Since I  a m not  able  to  
atte nd churc h at  t his  t i me,  please t alk  to  oth er  mem bers abo ut  volunteering  a nd share your  
expe riences.  As alw ays ,  than k you  for  yo ur  suppo rt  of  this  b les sed ministry,  w hich can 
chang e peopl e’s  l iv es.  Any q uestio ns,  con cerns,  s ign on  to  h elp,  etc.  plea se c ontact  me,  
Beth  Loyles s beth loyle ss@h otmail . com,  86 5-657 -9644  .

Farr agut  Pre sbyte rian h as be en aske d to  cont ri bute boxes of  cake 
mix and cans  of  ici ng to  the Easte r  Bags t hat  w i l l  be distr i buted 
late r  this  m onth b y She pherd  of  H ope Fo od Pan try.  W e nee d to 
col l ect  enoug h to f i l l  1 50 ba gs f or  loc al  famil ies.  B etty  Nicho l ls  is  
coord inating t his  ef fort  and wi l l  have a  shopping  cart  in  the nar thex 
alon g with a  col lec tion table  in  Ro om A .  The col le ction  wi l l  ru n fro m 
now  unti l  M arch 31 .  Plea se co ntact  Betty  if  y ou have  questi ons  o r  
wou ld l ike t o  help .



Mark Your Calendars!
Posies for the Pantry

Saturday, April 22
Farragut Presbyterian Church Parking Lot
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Shepherd of  Hope Food Pantry Update
by Bet ty  Nichol ls ,  FPC pantry l ia ison

Mark 25:35   For I  was hungry and you gave me food,  I  was thirs ty  and you gave me drink,  
I  was a s tranger and you welcomed me.   

     The Shepherd of  Hope Food Pantry is  now in i ts  tenth year  of  minis t ry  managed by our  
neighbors  a t  Fai th  Lutheran Church.   There has  been a  s teady increase in  guests  served especial ly  
in  2020 and 2022.   Due to  current  economic condi t ions and el iminat ion of  COVID rel ief  funds,  we 
ant ic ipate  an increased number of  guests  coming to  our  pantry this  year .   .   
In  2022 the pantry served a  total  of  5 ,526 total  guests :       
     In  January 2023 served 656 total  guests :
                          *   2 ,352 chi ldren under  17                                   *  266 chi ldren under  27
                          *   2 ,030 ages 18-59                                             *  255 adul ts  ages  18-59
                          *   1 ,144 seniors  over  59                                      *  135 seniors  over  69

     SHFP cont inues to  par tner  with 10 Knox County schools  to  provide hol iday baskets  to  invi ted 
famil ies  during November and December.   Due to  this  program,  total  individuals  served in  
November were 1,044 and 1,382 in  December.  Obviously,  these are  our  two biggest  months of  the 
year .   Concord United Methodis t  Church provided food only restr ic ted gif t  cards  to  be dis t r ibuted 
to  a l l  pantry guests  for  these two months to  purchase meat  and fresh produce and addi t ional  
special  i tems for  the hol idays were donated by par t ic ipat ing churches.   
     The hours  the pantry is  open are  two days each month,  the 1st  Monday from 3:00 – 5:00 PM 
and 3rd Monday from 3:00 – 6:00 PM.  In  2022,  an average of  $4616 was spent  monthly to  
purchase food and toi le t ry  i tems.   Annual  expendi ture  in  2022 was $55,392.
     Fai th  Lutheran’s  off ice  manager  maintains  monthly audi ted records of  a l l  expenses  and 
donat ions.There are  account ing and purchasing procedures  in  place and each month purchases  are  
ver i f ied and s igned by two pantry leaders .  All  the pantry guest  records are  now computer ized by 
using a  database provided by Chari ty  Check for  which there  is  a  small  annual  subscr ipt ion fee.   
This  database was used pr ior  to  COVID when guests  came into the pantry to  do their  shopping and 
is  now being reinstated.  Chari ty  Check is  used by many non-profi t  agencies  in  the area and 
provides  useful  tools  to  understand community t rends and resources .  
     SHFP cont inues to  be a  self-sustaining minis t ry  providing for  those in  need only through 
God’s  grace and the generous support  of  i ts  par tners :  Concord United Methodis t ,  Farragut  
Presbyter ian,  Firs t  Bapt is t  Concord and Grassy Val ley Bapt is t  who joined Shepherd of  Hope in  
2022.   
     The most  important  component  of  the pantry’s  successful  operat ions l ies  in  the hands of  
dedicated volunteers  who join together  in  fe l lowship to  s tock and dis t r ibute  food to  guests  twice a  
month.   This  minis t ry  reaches beyond placing food in  cars .   Volunteers  l is ten to  the guests’  
s i tuat ions,  offer  prayers  and words of  encouragement  and share  information about  other  
community resources .   The leadership team is  hoping that  soon i t  wi l l  be  possible  for  guests  to  
once again enter  the pantry for  a  personal  shopping experience and fel lowship.   
     Thanks to  everyone at  FPC who has  volunteered at  the pantry over  the years ,  made addi t ional  
monetary and food donat ions and supported our  addi t ional  fundrais ing events .   Our  par t ic ipat ion 
cont inues to  be essent ia l  for  this  growing community minis t ry .  We al l  humbly serve and are  
grateful .
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M I N I S T R I E S

Prayer Shawl Ministry

March 28
11 am

 

Join this wonderful group of
knitters and crocheters to make

shawls for FPC members who
need extra comfort during a

difficult time.
 Patterns and yarn are provided.

Presbyterian Women
All  circle meetings are 
held at the church
 
Circle #1 
2nd Tuesday,  10 am
Leaders:  Janet Tinder
865-556-8193
Kathy Emmerson

Circle #2 
2nd Tuesday,  10 am
Leaders:  Becky Thomason
865-607-0727 
Linda Nunley 

Circle #3
2nd Wednesday,  10 am
Leaders:  Mikie Lancaster
865-675-0360 
Jo McElhaney
865-966-5424

Presbyterian Women in the 
Congregation (PWC) groups 
build community,  aff irm 
women’s calls to leadership
and spir itual growth, raise 
concerns and channel 
information to and from 
Presbyterian Women in the 
Presbytery.  Presbyterian 
Women is a loving 
community that can 
challenge and nurture you, 
and be a vehicle for making 
the world a better place for 
al l  of  God’s children. 
Consider joining an FPC 
Circle.

Men's Bible Study
March 9 and 23
8 a.m. / Narthex

The men of FPC gather twice a 
month for fellowship and a 
time of bible study. The group 
meets the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of each month in 
the narthex at 8am. If you 
would like to join us, please 
contact John Neighbors or the 
church office to get on the 
contact list. Breakfast, coffee, 
and great fellowship provided!

Chair Yoga
MONDAY AND FRIDAY
10:00 - 10:30 AM
NARTHEX

Class designed for 
those with limited 
mobility or balance 
concerns.

TGIF Gentle Yoga
FRIDAY 7:00 - 8:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL

Gentle, slow flow class. 
Bring a mat and 
comfortable clothing. For 
beginner and 
experienced yogis. 

Contact Jenny Trussell at 
CEDARSTUDIOS4@GMAIL.COM 
for additional information or a 
private introductory session!
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     Presbyterian Women wil l  be having their  Birthday Offering Luncheon on 
Saturday, Apri l  1 .  Tickets for the luncheon wil l  be $15.00.  Our luncheon is for ALL 
ladies in the congregation, not just ladies that attend a circle.
     The Birthday Offering is one of Presbyterian Women’s two offerings.  Received 
in the spring each year,  it  gives women a tangible way to celebrate the blessings 
in their  l ives.  The Birthday Offering funds up to f ive projects each year,  in 
amounts of $75,000 to $150,000 each.
     Our speaker wil l  be Lisa Gragin from Meadowview Greenhouse. Her subject wil l  
be “Caring for our Pansies for the Pantry”,  and wil l  be catered by Chicken Salad 
Chick.
     We have two Tuesday morning circles which both meet at the church on the 
Second Tuesday of each month, and one circle on the Second Wednesday of 
each Month. In March, the meetings wil l  be held on the 14th and 8th of the month. 
If  you have never attended a circle and would l ike to join one, or you have any 
questions,  please contact Beth White at 865-966-1121  or bwhite6@msn.com.

$15 .00

Presby t e r i an  Women  
B i r thday  Of f e r ing  Luncheon

Satu rday ,  Apr i l  1
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     Glor ia  Purjet ' s  mother ,  Gloria  Lay,  is  doing very wel l  while  
s t i l l  res iding at  Shannondale  Heal thcare  Center  in  room 222.   
She is  a ler t ,  eat ing wel l ,  conversant ,  in  no pain,  in  good spir i ts  
and comfortable .   
     "Kirby and I  vis i t  her  s ix  days a  week but  she loves to  have 
other  vis i tors .   The downside of  her  s i tuat ion af ter  being in  a  bed 
24/7 for  so long,  she has  lost  a l l  mobil i ty  and no longer  able  to  
get  around on her  own.  I ’m blessed to  have this  extra  t ime with 
her ,  and when the good Lord is  ready to  cal l  her  home we wil l  say 
goodbye.   For  now we just  appreciate  each extra  day we have with 
her  and count  our  blessings.   Many thanks to  everyone who has  
offered their  thoughts  and prayers  and been so support ive.   I t  
real ly  helps  and means a  lot  knowing we have such a  car ing and 
loving church family."   
Thank you,  Gloria  & Kirby Purjet



Music at FPC
      Dr. Angela Batey, Director
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The Role of  Music in Worship
Conclusion

     Last  month’s  article discussed emotional ,  intel lectual  and meditative aspects of  music in worship.     
     As well  as these more individual  aspects of  musical  appreciation there is  the crucial  dimension of  
community.  In singing together,  or in making music together,  a  particular group fosters its  corporate 
identity and songs can develop a sense of  fel lowship.  What we have then is  a  medium that has profound l inks 
to our humanity,  in al l  i ts  aspects:  emotional ,  intel lectual ,  spiritual .  I t  is  unsurprising that music has always 
been part  of  worship in any community.
     This leads to a consideration of  ways in which music can be used within a community.  This has a number 
of  aspects:
     Firstly,  as mentioned last  month with regard to the development of  plainsong,  the use of  music in 
worship can al low the ‘content’  of  a  service to be more effectively absorbed.  Within a church music can al low 
words to be heard clearly,  and it  can be used to give dramatic coloring to a service.  
      Following on from this there is  the way in which music can encourage a greater retention of ,  for 
example,  the poetry of  a  great hymn. I  remember once reading about the comfort that a  dying man gained 
from being able to recollect  the hymns that were sung in his  church when he was a child,  and to be able to 
gain a measure of  insight from the theology that was contained in them. Another example may be the use of  
Christmas carols that are in many instances the principal  exposure to church music.  It  is  not an accident 
that Christmas services are better attended when one considers the faci l i ty and beauty of  these hymns.  
Another aspect of  this  is  that  singing can be used to great effect  in teaching.  It  is  l ikely that many of  the 
great books of  the Bible were originally preserved in this  way as the memory is  enhanced by the use of  a
melodic rhythm.
     A more important use of  music,  perhaps,  is  to enable the expression of  the sense of  worship within a 
community.  Music provides a way of  saying things that cannot be said in words.   Music is  not simply a means 
of  expressing verbal  forms with a greater sense of  drama and occasion.  It  al lows for a wider expression of  
what is  within us.  There are certain occasions when an emotion can be too deeply held to be expressed in a 
normal fashion and in these circumstances only music can suffice.  In a very important way music can be seen 
as a way of  enlarging the soul,  for it  al lows the expression of  something vital .  Foremost amongst this  is  the 
desire to praise God.  Music should not be considered just  for praise however,  for as we can see in the 
Psalms,  which represent our oldest  hymnbook,  al l  of  our emotional  response needs to be included.  In a 
requiem mass for example,  while there is  of  course the need to place everything within the sacred context,  
there is  an overwhelming need to articulate the grief  associated with such an event.  Similarly,  at  an infant 
baptism or a wedding,  there would be a need to articulate a sense of  joy.  Music can al low this to happen.  
What is  important is  that  the music al lows the congregation to speak directly to God,  and express what is  
within their hearts.
     However,  i t  is  clear that there are dangers involved.  There are potential  pitfal ls  that  need to be avoided 
in any use of  music in a l i turgical  context.  Music in worship is  not entertainment.  Clearly a service of  
worship also needs to be distinguished from a musical  performance,  where the focus is  on the musical  
quality of  what is  done,  rather than the l i turgical  eff icacy.  The performance of  Evensong in King’s  College 
Chapel,  to an audience of  tourists  eager to gain an experience of  something quintessential ly  English,  is  not 
necessari ly an act  of  faith.  The commercial  development of  such performances,  which reduce this  l i turgy to a 
packaged product,  is  also not something that develops a sense of  the sacred.  In contrast  to this  there is  the 
opposite fai l ing of  having poor quality music in a l i turgical  setting.  



     We always want to avoid confusing excellence that seeks self-aggrandizement,  with artistic  excellence 
through which God is  offered highest  praise and God's  grace is  revealed to those gathered.  Each of  us,  
whether a worshiper in the pew or a choir member,  wil l  want to offer to God the best  we can as our 
sacrif ice of  praise to God.   Within the worship services of  Farragut Presbyterian,  there are myriad numbers 
of  opportunity for al l  present to make this  special  offering to God.   So,  as John Wesley admonished his 
congregants in the front of  his  1761  hymnal:

1 .  Learn these tunes before you learn any others;  afterwards learn as many as you please.

2.  Sing them exactly as they are printed here,  without altering or mending them at al l ;  and if  you have 
learned to sing them otherwise,  unlearn it  as soon as you can.

3.  Sing al l .  See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can.  Let  not a single degree of  
weakness or weariness hinder you.  I f  i t  is  a  cross to you,  take it  up,  and you wil l  f ind it  a  blessing.

4.  Sing lusti ly  and with good courage.  Beware of  singing as i f  you were half  dead,  or half  asleep;  but l i ft  up 
your voice with strength.  Be no more afraid of  your voice now, nor more ashamed of  i ts  being heard,  then 
when you sung the songs of  Satan.

5 .  Sing modestly.  Do not bawl,  so as to be heard above or distinct  from the rest  of  the congregation,  that 
you may not destroy the harmony; but strive to unite your voices together,  so as to make one clear 
melodious sound.

6.  Sing in t ime.  Whatever t ime is  sung be sure to keep with it .  Do not run before nor stay behind it ;  but 
attend close to the leading voices,  and move therewith as exactly as you can;  and take care not to sing too 
slow. This drawling way naturally steals  on al l  who are lazy;  and it  is  high t ime to drive it  out from us,  and 
sing al l  our tunes just  as quick as we did at  f irst .

7 .  Above al l  s ing spiritually.  Have an eye to God in every word you sing.  Aim at  pleasing him more than 
yourself ,  or any other creature.  In order to do this  attend strictly to the sense of  what you sing,  and see 
that your heart  is  not carried away with the sound,  but offered to God continually;  so shall  your singing be 
such as the Lord wil l  approve here,  and reward you when he cometh in the clouds of  heaven.

From John Wesley’s  Select  Hymns ,  1761
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     Sandra is  an extremely experienced leader  in  church Music  Minis t ry  with several  decades 
of  work in  contemporary worship planning and execut ion.  She is  adept  a t  team bui lding and 
the managing and schedul ing of  volunteers  for  weekly worship dut ies .  Sandra has  been 
involved in  church programs her  ent i re  l i fe  and served in  many capaci t ies  of  music  
leadership,  as  a  chi ldren 's  minis ter ,  video product ion assis tant ,  and communicat ions director .  
     She holds  the bachelor  of  ar ts  degree in  phi losophy from Boise State  Universi ty ,  with 
addi t ional  s tudy in  communicat ions and vocal  performance at  the Universi ty  of  Tennessee 
and at  Shenandoah Universi ty .  While  a t  the Universi ty  of  Tennessee,  Sandra par t ic ipated in  
the UT Concert  Choir  under  the direct ion of  Dr.  Batey and sang the lead role  in  the 
Tennessee Val ley Player 's  summer product ion of  Guys and Dolls .
     Sandra,  a  s inger/songwri ter  in  her  own r ight ,  br ings many gif ts  to  the FPC Casual  service 
as  a  keyboardis t ,  gui tar is t ,  and lead s inger .  Her  approach to  worship is  about  coming together  
to  worship God in  church and at  the same t ime real iz ing God is  not  only in  church but  with us  
everywhere in  our  l ives .  Sandra bel ieves  our  worship should ref lect  these things and she 
selects  music  for  worship from a var ie ty of  sources  not  only to  s ing and experience together  
on Sunday but  a lso carry with us  the rest  of  the week.  
     Sandra 's  goal  is  to  serve God through music ,  combining her  range of  experience with the 
abi l i ty  to  be a  fa i th-dr iven,  compassionate ,  and enthusiast ic  leader  who wil l  make a  posi t ive 
contr ibut ion to  Farragut  Presbyter ian Church and the larger  community.  She looks forward to  
meet ing everyone and worshipping together!  Her  f i rs t  Sunday with us  wil l  be March 05 when 
she wil l  join with Khyle in  leading worship.  That  wil l  a lso be his  las t  Sunday with us .  We 
thank Khyle for  his  work and wish him well  as  he moves to  New York to  begin an academic 
appointment  as  Director  of  Choral  Act ivi t ies  a t  I thaca College
     Sandra and her  husband Greg have two chi ldren;  Micah,  5  and Isaiah,  3 .  Sandra and Greg 
met  in  2006 while  working at  Fai th  Lutheran Church.  They were marr ied in  our  very own 
Farragut  Presbyter ian Sanctuary in  2008!  So,  this  is  a  ful l -c i rc le  moment  for  the both of  
them.
     Greg wil l  be assuming dut ies  a t  Fai th  Lutheran Church as  Lay Associate  Pastor  and 
Sandra wil l  a lso be leading the worship team at  the 11:11 a .m.  contemporary service at  Fai th .  
We are  overjoyed to  have Sandra join our  Music  Minis t ry  and know you wil l  love get t ing to  
know her .
     You can fol low Sandra on Instagram @singsandra.  Please give her  a  warm FPC welcome!

WelcomeWelcomeWelcome
Sandra Bohlken

Casual Service Music Leader
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Led by Elizabeth Wilson

Parlor
This class will discuss the weekly Lectionary text.  
There’s an optional lesson handout, but you can 
also join us for the conversation. 

Youth
Library

Led by Mason Warren
Join us each week for a look at a different book of 
the Old Testament.

Monday Connection and Pastor Matt's Class
seeking: honest questions for deeper faith

a lenten devotional
Room A

This Lenten season we will read many stories of 
Jesus encountering people who are seeking: a new 
beginning, a different life, a deeper faith. In these 
interactions, an unveiling often occurs— 
assumptions are disrupted, a new perspective is 
revealed, mystery grows. This Lenten season we will 
study a series founded on questions. Many of our 
weekly questions feel restorative, some feel like a 
charge or challenge, some are hopeful and curious. 
These questions won't necessarily lead to answers, 
but they can help us find clarity and a new 
perspective. Ultimately, we pray they lead to a new 
beginning, a restoration, a wider grace.
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Mark Your Calendars!

The 2023 Foodies dates are:
May 13
July 15

October 14

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
& T-SHIRT DECORATING

Sunday,  March 26
4-6pm 

in the Fel lowship Hal l  
 

We wil l  watch “Horton Hears  a  
Who!”,  eat  snacks and decorate  
t -shir ts .  Bring a  white  or  l ight  color  
t -shir t  with you.  Contact  Mason 
Warren for  more information!



Remember in 
your prayers...

March Anniversaries

March Birthdays

Candice Blake, David Bolus,  Bob Bowman, Jim 
and June Brannon, Pat Dail ,  Kathy Damelio,  
Bi l l ie Fain,  Chuck Foriska, Mary Hoagland, Bi l l  
Lester,  Bron Lewis,  Beth Loyless,  Irma 
McGuffey,  Tami Newsom, Larry Roberts,  Dee 
and Kathryn Robinson, Jerry Sei ler,  Steve 
Tinder,  Jack Watson, Helen Weaver,  Hazel 
West,  Kent Wil l iams
 

Military
Joshua Meador, David Sparks, Mark Wurth 

Bereaved
Margaret Pi l lsbury at the death of her 
granddaughter El lyson Pi l lsbury
The family of member Ron Griff ith
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03/09 Van and Dixie Hefl in
03/12 Matt and Beth Honey
03/12 Rob and Eva Lynch
03/14 Thom and Mary Ellen Haig
03/17 Victor and Kelly Schueler
03/20 John and Becky Thomason
03/21 Clay and Denise Griff in
03/23 Jerry and Beth Martin
03/24 Nathan and Byrd Mathis
03/29  Stuart and Donna Phill ips

03/01 Beth Martin
03/03 Olivia Colloredo
03/07 Terry Olberding
03/10  Byrd Mathis 
03/13 Mia Key
03/17 Linda Stutzenberger
03/17 Holly Gary
03/17 Maria Medina
03/18  Mason Warren
03/20 Kent Will iams
03/20 Michael Wright
03/20 Sam Hopson
03/22 Jerry Seiler
03/23 Chris Kszos
03/24 Carol Kraft
03/24 Lynn Kszos
03/26 Kinsley Mashue
03/26 Samuel MacCarthy
03/27 Paul Johnson
03/28 Dixie Hefl in
03/29 David Stutzenberger
03/29 Bil l  Lester
03/29 Mark Scheuer
03/29 Carol Evans
03/31 Jo McElhaney

We are so grateful  for  a l l  the prayers ,  cards ,  
emails ,  food,  vis i ts ,  e tc .  during Jerry 's  3  
week hospi ta l izat ion.  He is  home and
recovering beaut i ful ly .  We are  very grateful  
for  our  church family.
Jan and Jerry Sei ler

Dear  Church Family,
Thank you al l  so much for  your  prayers  during the t ime of  George’s  decl ining 
heal th  the las t  few years  and then upon his  death on January 22.  The cards ,  notes ,  
offers  of  food and fr iendship have been great ly  appreciated.  I  ask for  cont inued 
prayers  for  me as  I  begin my l i fe  without  George.  We had a  wonderful  22 ½ years  
of  marr iage and I  am so thankful  for  that .  Again,  thank you for  a l l  the love shown 
to both of  us  over  the past  several  years .   
Fondly,  Beth White
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At i ts  meet ing on February 28,  the Session:

•  Endorsed Mason Warren (FPC member and director  of  family 
minis t r ies)  as  an inquirer  in  the journey to  ordinat ion as  a  minis ter  
of  Word and Sacrament .   The Session pledges to  support  him 
through his  seminary journey.

•  Had a  lengthy discussion regarding the shar ing of  c lassroom 
spaces with Big Fish Academy.   A conversat ion with Big Fish wil l  
be held in  the coming weeks regarding both the church’s  needs for  
space and Big Fish’s  needs as  both programs cont inue to  grow.     



Pastor
Reverend Matt Nieman
matt@fpctn.org
402-660-2451 (call  or text)

Dawn Zilles
Office Administrator
office@fpctn.org
865-966-9547

Lori Corbett
Bookkeeper
bookkeeperfpc@gmail.com

Mason Warren
Director of Family Ministry
masonwarren@fpctn.org

Dr. Angela Batey
Director of Music
abatey@utk.edu

Tami Newsom
Associate Director of Music
tnewsom3@utk.edu

Sandra Porter Bohlken
Director,  Casual Service
singsandrab@gmail.com

Administration
Kirby Purjet

Kathy Emmerson
 

Christian Education
Denise Griff in

Beth Honey
 

Church Life 
Jeff  Thode

Gayle Wil l iams
 

Outreach
Kirk Morris
Bil l  Nelson

 

Property
Mark Allen

Darrell  Sparks
 

Worship and Music
Sharon Koch

Catherine Manning
 

Clerk of Session
Janet Tinder

S T A F F

S E S S I O N

Get Social!
Farragut Presbyterian is live on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

Have something to post?
Send to our social media coordinator, Emily Sweetland, 

at social@fpctn.org or text 865-567-7636

https://www.instagram.com/farrgutpesbyterian 

@FarrPres

https://www.facebook.com/FPCKnox

When donating used items to KARM tell  
the employee the name of the church. 
The church wil l  receive gift  cards to 
KARM Stores that can be given to 
someone in need.

Support FPC Christian Ed with Kroger 
Community Rewards Program. Link your 
Kroger reward card to FPC.
Sign up at :  Visit  
https: / /www.kroger.com/account/enroll
CommunityRewardsNow/ 
Our organization number is YU915.

Support Farragut Presbyterian Church
Go to smile.amazon.com
When you shop, Amazon donates.
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