
 

   
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 ~The Gathering~ 
 

Prelude                                                       Movement in A flat Major                                     Elisabeth Stirling 
Tami Newsom, organ   

 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735032.  All rights reserved. 

Greeting                                                                                                                                         Rev. Matt Nieman 
 

Call to Worship 

 
 

What is it like to begin again? 
It is like flowers in the spring that push through frozen ground. 
It is like babies learning to walk, one clumsy step at a time. 
It is like Nicodemus in the night, asking Jesus for guidance. 
It is like a Sunday morning, starting our week anew. 

May we find God in our seeking.  May we learn as we go. 
May we be brave enough to begin again. 

Let us worship the God of new beginnings. 
  

Hymn #485                                                      To God Be the Glory                                       To God Be the Glory                   
 

To God be the glory, great things He hath done! 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,  
And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

 

(Refrain)    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
And give Him the glory; great things He hath done! 

 

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.   (Refrain) 

 
Text: Fanny Jane Crosby, 1875.  Music:  William Howard Doane, 1875 

The Presbyterian Hymnal:  Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs © 1990 Westminster/John Knox Press.  Public domain. 

 



 
Prayer of Confession 

 

God of new life, you call us into unknown places,  
and we bury our heads in the sand. 
You promise all the stars in the sky, and we doubt it can be true. 
You speak of new life in the Spirit, and we tell ourselves we’ve missed our chance. 
Over and over and over again, you invite us closer to you. 
 

Show us the way.  Forgive our mistakes.   
Give us the courage to begin again with you.  Amen.  

 

(please continue in silent prayer) 
 

Kyrie Eleison                                                                                                                                                     
 

 

 
From:  Lift Up Your Hearts: Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs.  2013 Faith Alive Christian Resources, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735032.  All rights reserved. 

 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 
 
Gloria Patri                                                                                                                                                   Diademata 
 

I praise the Christ of God; I rest on love divine,  
and with unfaltering lip and heart I call this Savior mine. 

My Lord has saved my life and freely pardon gives;  
I love because he first loved me, I live because he lives. 

 
From:  Lift Up Your Hearts: Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs.  2013 Faith Alive Christian Resources, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735032.  All rights reserved. 
 

 

The Peace  

 

The Peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 

 

~The Word~ 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                                       Peggy Stange 

 

Holy God, 
We come to you today with our biggest questions: 
Who are we called to be? 
What do you need from us? 
Where are you in our midst? 
How can we follow you more clearly? 
As we read your Word today, we ask that you would weave answers into the text. 
Speak to us through these ancient stories that we might find what we are seeking 
in you.  With gratitude and open hearts we pray, amen. 
 



 
First Scripture Reading:  Genesis 12:1-4a 

The Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 121                                                        Dr. Angela Batey, cantor                                                           Daw 

 

 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.  (R) 

 
He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep;  (R) 
 

The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  (R) 

 
The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you safe.  

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth for evermore.  (R) 
 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735032.  All rights reserved. 

 
Second Scripture Reading:  John 3:1-17  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                        “How Do We Begin Again?”                                Rev. Matt Nieman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Be a Blessing   

artwork by:  Hannah Garrity 
| sanctifiedart.org | 

 
 

 



 

~The Response~ 
 

Responsive Song                                                    Begin Again                                                                          Dix 
 

 
Text:  Anna Strickland (2022)  Music:  Conrad Kocher (1838) 

© Anna Strickland, 2021. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC. Free for congregational use. 

 
 
The Anthem                                              God So Loved the World                  John Stainer 
  

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoso believeth in Him should not perish,but have everlasting life. 

 
For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; 

But that the world, through Him, might be saved. 
 
 

Call for the Offering 
 
 
 



 
Litany of Gratitude and Celebration 
 

Today we celebrate the blessing of God calling women at all stages in life, from diverse ages, 
languages, cultures, races, backgrounds and in all circumstances.  We celebrate God’s gifts 
bestowed upon us, a variety of gifts and services for the common good “activated by one and 
the same Spirit” (1Cor. 12:11).  We are grateful... 

 
For women of all ages who serve God and neighbor in committees and on boards, as members, 
elders and deacons, as mid-council leaders and beyond.  For young women, tweens and teens 
who serve in manifold ways and for the advisors who mentor, listen and hold space for their 
growth in wisdom and grace.  For nominating committees that recognize potential and 
promise, hearing the voice of the Holy Spirit in all voices, regardless of age. 
 
We celebrate and give thanks to God! 
 
For women who work toward a more just world, one free of biases, discrimination, food 
insecurity and poverty.  For women entrepreneurs, homemakers, students and volunteers who 
partner and lead, who sit on decision-making boards, who head micro-enterprises, small 
businesses, nonprofits, corporations, churches and ecclesiastical bodies. 
 
We celebrate and give thanks to God! 
 
For congregations, faith-based organizations and women’s rights organizations advocating for 
and empowering women and girls.  For those who work in refugee camps and border 
ministries.  For those who work in helplines and call centers, who provide healthcare and 
counseling, pastoral care and accompaniment to women and families.  For those who offer 
welcome, affirmation, safety and care. 
 
We give thanks to God for your service and love in action! 
 
For foremothers, trailblazers, role models, mentors, activists, educators, reformers, innovators, 
peacemakers, motivators, advocates, coaches and preachers. 
 
We celebrate and give thanks to God! 
 
We celebrate you and we celebrate the blessing 
of God’s call!  We give thanks for the gifts this 
rich diversity brings to building God’s kin-dom.  
We pray in gratitude and joy, magnifying God 
for God’s favor! 
 
Alleluia!  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

~The Eucharist~ 
 

 
The Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 
Preparation Song                                   As He Gathered at His Table                                                  Stuttgart 

 

As He gathered at His table those who longed to know the way, 
Christ proclaimed a holy mystery’ still his words call us today. 

 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
  

The Lord be with you.    
  And also with you.   
 Lift up your hearts.    
  We lift them up to the Lord.   
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
                                                              

        (prayer continues) 

 
Sanctus                                                                                                                                              Schubert-Proulx 

 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
 
 



 
Agnus Dei                                                                                                                                                                                               St. Bride 

 
 

 
The Communion of the People 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
 
 

~ The Sending ~ 
 

Hymn #341                                        Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!                                          Assurance 

 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

 
Refrain 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels, descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  (Refrain) 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love.  (Refrain) 

 
Text:  Fanny Jane Crosby, 1873.  Music:  Phoebe Palmer Knapp, 1873. 

 The Presbyterian Hymnal:  Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs © 1990 Westminster/John Knox Press.  
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Congregational Response                                                                                                                   Beach Spring 
 

 

Love and serve without distinction all earth’s people, first and least.  
Know within each act of kindness hope and wholeness are increased. 

See my hands and feet, said Jesus, love arisen from the grave. 
Be my hands and feet, said Jesus, live as ones I died to save. 

 
From:  Lift Up Your Hearts: Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs.  2013 Faith Alive Christian Resources, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735032.  All rights reserved. 
 
 

Postlude                                   Basse de Cromorne from Suite du Deuxieme Ton                       Clerambault 
 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735032.  All rights reserved. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
   If you would like the church office to record your attendance today, you can: 

 

▪ Scan this QR code and click on the generated google doc link, or 
▪ Go to https://tinyurl.com/record-FPC-attendance, or 
▪ Email the office at office@fpctn.org  

 
 
 

 

Our 2023 Lenten Study is 

“seeking: honest questions for a 
deeper faith.”   

 

A special e-reader version of this year’s Lenten 
devotional is available at: 

 

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/928029194/ 
 

 

 
 
how do we begin again? 
Do we slide into something new?  Do we make a formal announcement?   
Dearest reader, I have decided to begin again.   
Do we turn gradually, a gentle yield in a new direction; or like a wave,  
do we crash onto the shore of a new day? 
Do we grieve the change?  Are there breadcrumbs on the path? 
Will Nicodemus be there?  Will it ever be easy? 
I’m not sure exactly how we begin again, 
but I know that moths wrap themselves in silk, and after quite some time, 
after many long nights, after days spent alone, they break out of their 
shell.  They pull themselves out under open sky, and they spend the rest of 
their days chasing the light. 
Maybe it’s always that way with beginnings. 
Maybe it feels like the protective layer falling away. 
Maybe we have to go it alone at first. 
Maybe it feels like pulling and dragging yourself into something new. 
Maybe there’s always open sky at the other end.  

poem written by:  Rev. Sarah Speed  
artwork “Renacimiento” by:  Carmelle Beaugelin 

| sanctifiedart.org | 

 
 

 
Our website www.fpctn.org has been refreshed and 
includes a new This is FPC video on the homepage!  Our 
thanks to all who participated in making the video and 
the leadership and creative vision of Bob Colloredo and 
his team at Colloredo & Associates, Jenny Trussell and 
others.  Be sure to watch This is FPC, “like” it, and share it 
with others! 
 

 
  

https://tinyurl.com/record-FPC-attendance
mailto:office@fpctn.org
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/928029194/
http://www.fpctn.org/
https://youtu.be/BRuODVaEF1U


 

 
 

We will watch a movie, eat snacks and decorate t-shirts!  Be sure to bring a white or light-color t-shirt 
with you.  Contact Mason Warren for more information! 

 
 

Special thanks to our “Mardi Gras” volunteers who fed the 
homeless at Volunteer Ministry Center last month:  
Robert and Terry Olberding, Gale Montgomery,  
Gayle Williams and 
Claire Ramsay.   
 
The next meal will be 
served on Tuesday, 
March 21.  Carol Kraft 
is the meal 
coordinator.   

Please consider volunteering for this valuable outreach program 
by signing up in the narthex.  Contact Carol with any questions. 

 
 

 
 

Our church has been asked to contribute boxes of cake mix and cans of 
icing (festive for Easter) to the Easter Bags that will be distributed at 
Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry later this month.  We are hoping to 
collect enough to fill 150 bags for local families.  Betty Nicholls is 
coordinating this effort and will have a shopping cart in the narthex along 
with a collection table in Room A.  The collection will run from now until 
March 31.  Please contact Betty if you have questions or would like to 
help. 



 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY:  Join men and friends of the 
church as they gather for Bible study, fellowship, and 
breakfast snacks on the 2nd and 4th Thursday mornings of 
the month at 8am in the narthex.  Contact John Neighbors 
to get on the email list and for more information.  The next 
gathering is this Thursday, March 9th.  Hope to see you 
there! 

 
 
 

 

 
 

And don’t forget to mark your calendar for  

Posies for the Pantry  

on Saturday, April 22! 
 
 
 

 

Don’t forget to “Spring Forward” one hour on Saturday, March 
11 before going to bed, so you won’t be late for church! 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS NEXT 
SUNDAY, MARCH 12! 

 
 

 



 

 
This Week at FPC 

 
 

Sun, Mar 05   9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 

 
Mon, Mar 06 

 
 
 

Tues, Mar 07 
 
 
 

Wed, Mar 08 
 
 

Thur, Mar 09 
 
 

Fri, Mar 10 
 

6:00 
10:00 

3:00 
6:00 
6:15 

11:30 
5:30 
6:30 
7:00 

10:00 
11:30 
7:30 
8:00 
6:30 
7:00 

10:00 
7:00 

p.m. 
a.m. 
p.m. 
p.m. 
p.m. 
a.m. 
p.m. 
p.m. 
p.m. 
a.m. 
a.m. 
p.m. 
a.m. 
p.m. 
p.m. 
a.m. 
p.m. 

Youth Groups – Fellowship Hall 
Chair Yoga/Narthex 
Stephen Ministry Leaders/Library 
TVP Auditions/Sanctuary Rm, A, Narthex 
STEM Scouts/Fellowship Hall 
Big Fish Chapel/Sanctuary 
Outreach Committee/Library 
Early-Onset Dementia Caregivers Support/Rm A 
Boy Scouts #444/FH, Narthex 
PW Circle #3/Zoom 
Big Fish Chapel/Sanctuary 
Chancel Choir/Sanctuary 
Men’s Bible Study/Narthex 
Cub Scouts/Fellowship Hall 
Thursday Night Bible Study/Zoom 
Chair Yoga/Narthex 
Gentle Yoga/Narthex 

 
 
 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 

Class       Room                              Topic 

Adult Bible Study Outside or in the 
Parlor in bad 

weather 

This class discusses the Lectionary text from the 
sermon, and still meets under the trees in good 
weather and in the parlor in bad weather.   

Monday 
Connection/Pastor 

Matt’s Class 

Zoom and  
Room A 

These two groups will combine during the Lenten 
season to go into a more intense study of the 
questions from our Lenten study “seeking: honest 
questions for deeper faith.” 

Youth Room 10 The youth Sunday School class meets to “DIVE IN 
to the Old Testament!” Each week throughout the 
2023 school year, youth explore a specific book of 
the Old Testament utilizing videos and discussion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

FARRAGUT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

209 Jamestowne Blvd., Farragut, TN 37934 
Phone:  865/966-9547  
Email:  office@fpctn.org  
Website:  www.fpctn.org 

 
 

 

To praise God, welcome all, serve others, 
grow in faith and make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

mailto:office@fpctn.org
http://www.fpctn.org/

