
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

~ The Gathering  ~ 
 
Greeting                                    Rev. Matt Nieman  
 

Prelude                                            Two Variations on O God, Our Help in Ages Past                          Manz  
 

Linda Stutzenberger , organ  

 
Call to Worship                           

 

 In the dark of morning,  
 the stars still shine.  
 In the depth  of winter,  
 the birds still climb.  
 At the start of the year, tender and new,  
 God is here. God is near.  
 Do not rest in your fear.  
 God is here.  
 So  like the stars and the birds,  
 Let us worship holy God.  

 

 

*Hymn # 423                                                           Jesus Shall Reign                            Duke Street  
 

*Call to Confession  
 

*Prayer of Confession                                                                         
 

Ever - loving God,  we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and joy. However,  
we know that is not how the  world works. Even just days after Christmas, we find ourselves 
face to face with fear once again.  So today we pray —forgive us when we allow fear to stop 
us in our tracks.  Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following your call.  
Forgive us when fear is louder than love.  Show us how to turn our fear into action.  
Show us how to live like the magi who searched for you in a fearful world.   
With hope we pray.  

(please continue in silent prayer)  

This service is being  
recorded by video and 

audio means.  
 

*We invite you to stand 
as able.  

 



*Kyrie eleison  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness  
 
 

*Gloria Patri             Angels’ We Have Heard On High                         Gloria  
 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo;  
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  

 
 
*The Peace  

The Peace of Christ be with you.   
  And also with you.  
 
 

~ The Word ~  
 
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                                Bruce Wilson  

 

God of the Stars,  like the magi,  we come to this place searching for you.  So today, just like 
every day,  we ask that you would remove any barricades that keep us from your Spirit.  
Clear out the distractions.  Wipe away the doubt.  Open up our hearts,  and  speak to us 
through these ancient words.  And as you do,  we will keep walking.  As you do,  we will move 
toward you.  With hope we pray,  amen.  

 

First Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 1:3  ~ 14                       [Pew Bible pg. 192]                                  
 

The Word of  the Lord.                                                                  
Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 72 : Hymn #205          All Hail to God’s Anointed                                    Rockport  
 
 

 
Second Scripture Reading:  Matthew 2:1 ~ 12, 16 ~ 18                            [Pew Bible pg. 2]   

 The Gospel  of the Lord.                                                                  
Praise to You, O Christ . 

 
Sermon                                                                  “Fear Doesn’t Stop Us ”                                      Rev. Matt Nieman  



~ The Response ~  
 

Affirmation of Faith   
 

 

We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars. We have seen the longest 
night, and still we believe. We believe in a with - us God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow. 
We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this good news is for all people. 
So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles, even when fear is all aroun d 
us, we will hold onto that good news. We will reach for each other.  
We will look for God in our midst. We will sing songs of joy. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is 
born.  We have seen the longest night, and we have seen unimaginable love. So still, we 
believe. Amen.   

 

The Anthem                                                    Do You Hear What I Hear?                       N. Regney/arr. G Shayne  
 

Brian Davison, baritone  
 

Call for the Offering  
 
You can use the QR code to give online or place your offering in the baskets located 
at the Sanctuary doors. Thank you for your gifts.  
 
 

 
 
 

~ The Eucharist  ~ 
 
 
 
 

The Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession  
  

The Lord be with you.  
  And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

(prayer continues)  
    

Sanctus                         Picardy  

 

 

 

 

 
      
 
 



 The Lord’s Prayer  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Words of Institution  
 
Agnus Dei                         Picardy  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Communion of the People  
 

The Prayer after Communion  
 

~ The Sending ~  
 

*Hymn # 29           Go, Tell It On  the Mountain               Go Tell It  
 

*Charge and Benediction  
 

*Congregational Response # 66                      We Three Kings (refrain)                  Three Kings of Orient  
 

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright;  
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light!  

 

*Postlude                              In Thee Is Gladness                                        Bach  
 

Linda Stutzenberger , organ  
 
 
 

 
 
Prayers and liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.  

 
A/V Team ~   Ken Ladrach, David Long, and Mason Warren  

 
 
 

Please use one of the methods below to record your attendance with us today:  
 

Scan this QR code and click on the generated google doc link, or  
 

• Go to https://tinyurl.com/record -FPC -attendance , or  

• Email the office at office@fpctn.org , or  

• Sign the pew attendance pad.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

https://tinyurl.com/record-FPC-attendance
mailto:office@fpctn.org





