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 Oh, did you see there’s a new Indiana Jones movie coming out 

this year?!  Yes, it will be the fifth installment in the adventure series 

featuring 102-year-old Harrison Ford (     ) as the famous 

archaeological professor Dr. Henry Jones, Jr. (Indiana, as they call 

him).  “Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny” is set for release this 

summer. 

 The best film in the series thus far is widely regarded to be the 

third installment, “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade” (which co-

starred the great Sean Connery as Indiana’s father, Dr. Henry Jones, 

Sr.). 

 Toward the end of the film, in the furious search for the Holy 

Grail, American businessman Walter Donovan (who had secretly 

teamed with the Nazis in their search to find it first) stands before a 

wide array of ornate chalices from which he and Indiana Jones must 

determine the actual grail.  When Donovan picks the most ornate 

chalice and basically combusts on the spot when drinking its 

contents, the stoic, old keeper of the grail sitting nearby states rather 

simply and ominously, “He has chosen…poorly.” 

 Indiana Jones, of course, chooses correctly (a rather plain-

looking chalice) and helps save his father’s life by having him drink 

from the grail’s fountain of youth. 

  The consequences of choosing poorly in the movie were not 

insignificant, and it’s reminiscent of how many choices we must 

make every day of our lives (thankfully, most don’t carry such severe 

ramifications).  Many of the choices we make, however, will have 

effects on our lives long after they are made. 

 It’s been this way forever, of course.  The challenge of deciding 

what the right choices are for us goes back to the beginning of 

civilization.  Biblically, Adam and Eve famously frame the narrative 

with their poor choices.  And throughout history, humanity has been 



reminded that due to the freedom we’ve been given, we have the 

ability to make decisions for ourselves that will impact our lives and 

the lives of others. 

 In preaching to the people of Judah back in the 6th century, BC, 

the prophet Moses gave some advice that is as true today as it was 

back then. This message of love and obedience to God and God alone 

came on the heels of a long period of Judaean rebellion and 

misconduct.  

  From 587-640 BC, Judah had grown increasingly lax about her 

worship of the one, true God. God's chosen people were slowly 

sucked into the cultic lures offered by the traditions of other false-god 

worshipers. Among Judah's sins, there was evidence of "idolatry, 

child sacrifice, witchcraft and superstition, persecution of the 

prophets, injustice, and ruthless murder of innocent people."  

So it was, then, that Moses offered this counsel to the Judean 

people in Deuteronomy 30:  “If you obey the commandments of the 

Lord, then you shall live…and the Lord will bless you.  But if you’re 

led astray and bow down to other gods and serve them, then you 

shall perish.   

“Choose life,” Moses says, “so that you may live.”  Moses knew 

what the outcomes would be if his followers simply made the right 

choices.  There would be life and life abundant. 

 In so many of the choices we face (both collectively and 

individually), we really don’t know the outcomes in advance.  But in 

choosing life, as Moses puts it, we do know the outcome.  If we 

choose to follow the laws God has set out for us, which include 

things such as treating people with kindness and mercy, following 

the Ten Commandments, and loving the Lord, we know ultimately 

what awaits us:  life—life in abundance. 

 And yet, due to the allure of earthly things and influences, it is 

still so hard at times to make the choices that will lead us down a 

road toward prosperity. 

  At no age are we immune from the temptation to go down a 

path that brings with it only pain and destruction.  We see the fall to 



temptation played out all the time—in the headlines, in family 

relationships, and in personal struggles. 

 The key to choosing wisely—choosing life—is reminding 

ourselves of what lies ahead when the choices we make are the right 

ones. 

 To make right choices often means to delay instant gratification 

for a gratification that will be much more meaningful down the road.  

It might mean saying “no” to something now in order for something 

much more joyous to come along later.   

 To make right choices might mean saving more of our money 

today to prevent the heartache of not having enough to live on down 

the road. 

 To make the right choices might mean saying no to other false 

idols that prevent us from having meaningful relationships with 

others.  Social media today and other forms of technology—so 

groundbreaking and useful in many ways—can also keep us from 

experiencing deeper relationships with people important to us. 

 It’s so tempting, as we’ve been focusing on in recent weeks, to 

just keep to ourselves, to let ourselves settle into a pattern of isolation 

that brings boredom, loneliness, and helplessness.   

 To make right choices might mean choosing different friends, 

for fear that those we have now will only lead us down darker paths. 

 As a society, we still make poor choices that lead to death and 

destruction.  Putin’s war in Ukraine is a gross misjustice of power 

and control that has only brought death and suffering to millions in 

that region.   

 Also as a society, we make choices all the time that facilitate 

greed and selfishness and ignore the needs of others (we don’t nearly 

agree on what the right choices often are). 

 While God is sovereign and all-powerful, God indeed gives us 

the freedom to make choices in our lives that can either steer us 

toward life or away from lives of abundance. 

 I’ve told in multiple settings this story of an old Cherokee 

Indian who told his grandson one evening about a battle that goes on 



inside people.  

  He said, "My son, the battle is between two "wolves" inside us 

all. One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, 

arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, 

superiority, and ego. The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, 

serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, 

compassion, and faith." 

  The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his 

grandfather, "Which wolf wins?" 

  The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed." 

 Which wolf will we feed?  The one who brings us life, or the 

one who leads us closer to death? 

  An elderly carpenter was ready to retire.  He told his employer 

of his plans to leave the house building business and live a more 

leisurely life with his wife enjoying his extended family. He would 

miss the paycheck, but he needed to retire. He would get by. 

   His employer was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if 

he could build just one more house as a personal favor. The carpenter 

said yes, but in time it was easy to see that his heart was not in his 

work. He resorted to shoddy workmanship and used inferior 

materials. It was an unfortunate way to end a dedicated career. 

   When the carpenter finished his work, the employer came to 

inspect the house. He handed the front door key to the carpenter. 

"This is your house," he said, "my gift to you." The carpenter was 

shocked! What a shame! If he had only known he was building his 

own house, he would have done it all so differently. 

   So it is with us. We build our lives a day at a time, often putting 

less than our best into the building. Then, with a shock, we realize we 

have to live in the house we have built. If we could do it over, we'd 

do it much differently. But we cannot go back. We are the carpenters. 

Each day we hammer a nail, place a board, erect a wall.  

"Life is a do-it-yourself project," someone has said. Our attitude 

and the choices we make today build the "house" we live in 

tomorrow.  



   We can build wisely!  We can choose wisely.  

 And at the end of the day, whether we choose wisely or poorly, 

we have a God in Jesus Christ who grants us chance after chance to 

make the right call.  He grants forgiveness because he loves us 

immensely.   

 So, when we fall short on our choices time after time and get 

discouraged, we know there’s a God who grants us at least one more.   

 Because, just as there are choices for us to make, He has chosen 

us as his children.  For we are greatly loved. 

 So, there’s still opportunity to make the right call, the right 

choice.  We can be glad. 


