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 Many of you remember those moments when you had a first date—

with the person who turned out to be your spouse or somebody who didn’t 

turn out to be your spouse—and you asked a question you realized later 

you shouldn’t have. 

 In our nervousness or anxiety of meeting somebody for the first time, 

you may have gone somewhere you shouldn’t have gone with your 

questioning.  Some of these questions ensure there won’t be a second date.  

Other times, your date is quite forgiving and might give you a second 

chance. 

 Here are some examples of questions guys, particularly, should stay 

away from on a first date: 

 Are you actually going to eat all that, because you’re ordering a lot of food? 

 Do you mind picking up the tab? 

 Wouldn’t it be nice if we had our wedding reception here? 

 Can I use your phone to call my mom and tell her I’m going to be late 

tonight? 

 Questions like these are ones you should probably stay away from. 

  In other areas of life, there are other questions, too, that aren’t 

necessarily outwardly offensive.  It’s just that they don’t get at the heart of 

the matter.  They miss the mark when it comes to what the real issue is. 

 Such is the question which is asked in this text from John: “Who 

sinned?” 

 If a guy shoots up a school or a shopping mall and leaves a path of 

destruction, including multiple people dead or injured, asking who sinned 

is a legitimate question.   

 If a bank suddenly is taken over by the federal government to protect 

depositors due to approaching insolvency, it’s legitimate to ask, “Who 

sinned?” 

 And if the high temperature here on March 19 is going to be 42 

degrees, I also think it’s fitting to ask, “Who sinned?”       



 Even Jesus himself calls out a bad question when he sees it. 

  A man born blind makes himself known before Jesus and his 

disciples on this day.  And the disciples ask Jesus a question:  Who sinned, 

the man himself or his parents? 

  Neither, Jesus said.  They asked a bad question. 

 “Their question assumes that illness and disability are the result of 

sin; it assumes that the man deserved to be born blind; it assumes that 

physical blindness is a form of failure.” (Sanctified Art) 

  Maybe we’ve been guilty of doing what the disciples did here.  Our 

incorrect assumptions lead us also to ask questions that aren’t legitimate. 

 Regarding blindness, for example, the Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow says, 

“It is an ableist notion that blindness is an inherent deficiency. Metaphors 

using blindness are built on the idea that this physical state of being is 

somehow “less than” and, regardless of the cause, in all cases a problem, 

malady, and affliction that must be solved, healed, and fixed.” 

 The reality is that nobody’s sin caused the man’s blindness.  Nobody 

caused it, period.  And the reason why we often ascribe sin to a condition is 

because we tell each other that there must be a reason for why everything 

happens.  There has to be a cause and effect.  Somebody must be 

responsible.   

 When it comes to certain conditions we face, tragedies that impact us, 

or life’s twists and turns in general, someone’s sin is not necessarily the 

cause.  And Jesus cautions us that we should always be careful of making 

such assumptions.  Assumptions can lead to the wrong questions. 

  Searching for answers—and asking the wrong questions is part of 

that—reinforces how we always want to be sure and secure about the 

world.  We want to make sense of it all.   

 Just look at Covid-19.  There’s still great debate taking place over the 

origins of Covid.  Did it originate in a lab in Wuhan?  Did it start in some 

sort of wet market over there?  There’s this insatiable appetite for answers.  

We want to make sense of it—and rightly so, so that perhaps we can avoid 

a repeat of such a pandemic in the future.  But at the end of the day, we 

might never know.  And that’s hard to accept. 



  Why is a blind person born blind?  We don’t know.  What caused 

Covid?  We don’t know.  Why do earthquakes always seem to take place in 

the places of the world that can least tolerate them?  We don’t know.   

 One thing we should always shy away from in asking these kinds of 

questions is thinking that God somehow has determined that we deserve 

whatever has afflicted us.  That we deserve to lose our eyesight, or that we 

deserve to be laid off for no reason, or that we deserve whatever 

brokenness that has come into our lives. 

 In his interaction with the blind man, Jesus refutes the bad question 

the disciples ask (“Who sinned?).  Instead, he says the man was born blind 

“so that God’s works might be revealed in him.”  Notice, that Jesus didn’t 

say that God ordained his blindness.  God didn’t cause it.  No, it was so 

that God’s works could be revealed. 

  God’s good works come in the aftermath of tragedy, disappointment, 

and conditions that have no explanations.  And it’s usually a community of 

people—big or small—that reveal these good works, that prop up 

somebody who struggles to put one foot in front of the other.  Through 

their hugs, gestures, guidance, wisdom, and caring words, God’s good 

works are revealed. 

 God’s good works, though, are most obvious in the courage 

displayed by someone who faces great challenges.  Their resiliency, 

strength, and commitment to keep on living most vividly reveal the work 

God is doing through them. 

 Think of somebody right now who fits that bill.  There’s somebody 

you know who reveals God’s work by the way they live their lives in the 

face of adversity.  God didn’t orchestrate their pain; God used it to bring 

blessing. 

  “Who sinned?”  Not the right question many times.  Nobody, 

including God, deserves blame.  There are no good explanations; instead, 

in the aftermath, God’s work is revealed. 

 Sometimes our inappropriate questions get in the way of better 

questions that could be asked.  Instead of “Who sinned?” or “What caused 

this?”, maybe the better questions that come to mind are “How can we help 



or heal?”  “How can we be a blessing to you?”  “Is there something we can 

do to mitigate your pain?” 

  We talked a minute ago about bad questions to ask on a first date.  

Consider these questions that could instead be asked on a first date: 

  What do you look forward to the most? 

 Who are the special people in your life? 

 What’s your favorite place on earth? 

 What’s something you’re proud of? 

 If questions like that are asked, the chances of a second date may go 

up considerably.  They’re a lot more effective than asking your date to pick 

up the tab. 

  The better questions move everybody forward and make the world 

better. 

  In the end, Jesus made the blind man’s life better, too.  He healed him 

of his blindness.  And while the rest of the story that we didn’t read this 

morning is about the tug of war between all those around the blind man 

who debated who it was that healed him, Jesus took the initiative to bless 

this guy.  He made him to see again.   

 And just like all his healing miracles, through it, he revealed himself 

to be the light of the world.  And when we ask the right questions, we are a 

light to the world, too. 

 In Thomas Rhett’s song, “Be A Light,” he sings:  “In a world full of 

hate, be a light.  When you do somebody wrong, make it right.  Don't hide 

in the dark, you were born to shine.  In a world full of hate, be a light” 

 Whether it’s a world full of hate, or pain, of loneliness, or simply bad 

dumb luck, we can be a light.   

 “Who sinned?”  Wrong question.  “How can we help?”  Better 

question. 
   

  


